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 Texas Rental Relief 
Program (TRR) 
(Administered by Texas 
Department of Houston & 
Community Affairs 
(TDHCA)) 

Texas Emergency Rental 
Assistance Program (TERAP)  
(Administered by TDHCA) 

Texas Eviction Diversion 
Program (TEDP) 
(Administered by TDHCA)  
Only applicable to 
households that have already 
been sued for eviction 

Local Programs  
Houston-Harris County 
Emergency Rental 
Assistance Program 
(Administered by 
Baker Ripley and 
Catholic Charities) 

How much 
funds are 
given?  

Up to 15 months of 
assistance with rent, past due 
rent, utilities (dating back to 
3/13/2020) 

Up to 6 months of rent (dating 
back to 4/1/2020) TERAP funds 
cannot pay for utilities  

Up to 15 months of rental 
assistance (dating back to 
3/13/2020), can be used 
towards rent and utility  

Up to 12 months for 
rent and utilities 
(dating back to 4/2020)  

Deadlines Applications opened 
2/15/2021 at 8:00 a.m. and 
will remain open until all 
funds are used 

Applications are open, funds 
will be obligated by 7/31/2021   

Applications re-opened 
2/15/2021  

Applications opened 
2/22/2021   

Who is 
eligible?  

1) Renter household 
must have an income 
of no more than 80% 
of the area median 
income (AMI) and 

2) attest in writing that 
they have either: (i) 
qualified for 
unemployment 
benefits, OR (ii) due 
to or during the 
pandemic: (a) 
experienced a 
reduction in income, 
(b) incurred 
significant costs, or 
(c) experienced other 

1) Renter household must 
have an income of no 
more than 80% of the 
area median income 
(AMI) 

2) Household must have 
been economically 
impacted by COVID-19, 
household will be asked 
to provide description 

3) Contract rent must not 
exceed TDHCA max 
limits, see calculator: 
https://www.tdhca.state.t
x.us/CDBG-CARES.htm  

4) Units already receiving 
project based assistance, 
public housing units and 

1) Contract rent must 
not exceed TDHCA 
max limits, see 
calculator: 
https://www.tdhca.s
tate.tx.us/CDBG-
CARES.htm  

2) Household has been 
sued for eviction 
from primary 
residence 

3) Renter household 
must have an 
income of no more 
than 80% of the 
area median income 
(AMI) 

1) Household 
income at or 
below 80% of 
HUD Area 
Median Family 
Income 
(HAMFI), 
approximately 
$63,050 for a 
family of four 
or $50,450 for 
a family of two 
and 

2) Experiencing 
housing 
instability or 
are at risk of 
homelessness; 
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financial hardship 
and 

3) one or more 
individuals within the 
household must 
demonstrate they: (i) 
are at risk of 
experiencing 
homelessness or 
housing instability, 
which may include a 
past due utility or rent 
notice or eviction 
notice, or (ii) live in 
unsafe or unhealthy 
housing conditions. 

units owned by 
government are 
ineligible  

4) attest in writing that 
they have either: (i) 
qualified for 
unemployment 
benefits( on or after 
3/13/2020) , OR (ii) 
due to or during the 
pandemic: (a) 
experienced a 
reduction in 
income, (b) 
incurred significant 
costs, or (c) 
experienced other 
financial hardship 
and 

5) one or more 
individuals within 
the household must 
demonstrate they: 
(i) are at risk of 
experiencing 
homelessness or 
housing instability, 
which may include 
a past due utility or 
rent notice or 
eviction notice, or 
(ii) live in unsafe or 
unhealthy housing 
conditions. 

who have past 
due rent or past 
due utility bills 
(electricity, gas, 
or water) or 
who have 
received an 
eviction notice 
and 

3) Experienced 
financial 
hardship as a 
result of the 
COVID-19 
pandemic: 
unemployment, 
reduction in 
work hours, 
business 
closure, or 
significant new 
costs 
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What about 
late fees?  

Waive any fees or penalties 
not covered by rental 
assistance from TRR (ex. of 
fees not covered: returned 
check, missed appointment 
fee or lease modification 
fee). Late fees for 
nonpayment of rent may be 
covered by TRR as long as 
they are reasonable (maxed at 
12% of monthly rent for 1-4 
units, maxed at 10% of 
monthly rent for 5+ units) 
and pursuant to the lease 

Waive any fees or penalties not 
covered by rental assistance 
from TERAP (ex. of fees not 
covered: returned check, missed 
appointment fee or lease 
modification fee). Late fees for 
nonpayment of rent may be 
covered by TERAP as long as 
they are reasonable (maxed at 
12% of monthly rent for 1-4 
units, maxed at 10% of monthly 
rent for 5+ units) and pursuant 
to the lease 

Late fees for nonpayment 
of rent may be covered as 
long as they are reasonable 
(maxed at 12% of monthly 
rent for 1-4 units, maxed at 
10% of monthly rent for 5+ 
units) and pursuant to the 
lease 

Must waive late fees, 
penalties and interest 
related to past due rent 

How does this 
affect the 
eviction 
process?  

See landlord certification:  
https://texasrentrelief.com/w
p-
content/uploads/2021/03/TR
R-Landlord-Certification.pdf  
 
Landlord cannot evict the 
tenant for any reason that 
predates the acceptance of 
the funds or for any reason 
related to rent or fees during 
the time period covered by 
the funds and will not evict 
the tenant for a nonmonetary 
default during the time period 
covered by the rental 
assistance actually received, 
except for actions or breaches 
of the lease that are related to 

See landlord certification:  
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1
jEStQrg2TXEkoC1NftOiIwFP-
9NVkpVM/edit 
 
Landlord cannot evict the tenant 
for any reason that predates the 
acceptance of the funds or for 
any reason related to rent or fees 
during the time period covered 
by the funds and will not evict 
the tenant for a nonmonetary 
default during the time period 
covered by the rental assistance 
actually received, except for 
actions or breaches of the lease 
that are related to criminal 
activity, property damage or 
physical harm to others 

Eviction case will be 
abated for 60 days. The 
landlord may file a motion 
to reinstate the eviction 
case at any time during the 
60-day abatement period. 
If the landlord files a 
motion to reinstate then the 
court will set the case for 
trial and inform the parties 
how to proceed. If landlord 
does not file motion to 
reinstate the eviction case 
within the 60-day period, 
then the judge will dismiss 
the case with prejudice 

Not pursue 
enforcement of any 
judgements, writs of 
possession or other 
litigation until a final 
decision is made on the 
tenant’s application 
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criminal activity, property 
damage or physical harm to 
others 

Direct links to 
programs 

https://texasrentrelief.com/  https://www.tdhca.state.tx.us/C
DBG-CARES.htm  

https://www.txcourts.gov/p
rograms-services/eviction-
diversion-program/  

https://houstonharrishe
lp.org/  

 

Please note: 

1) Rental relief programs are continually changing. Please be sure to check each program’s direct website for updated information. 

2) The landlord certifications for each program are also continually changing. Read the landlord’s certification before enrolling in the program. 
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